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In this paper I chronicled my progress towards bicultural scholarship. First, I created models for fieldwork out of my own experience of growing up in this country. I allowed my research to be directed by the priorities of the society I worked in. Then I saw the harm being done by my own society and acted to counter it, establishing systematic principles of classification in Austronesian languages and giving scientific defmition to Maori names of insects, to ensure their continuing use.
Then I approached Miiori knowledge from the perspective of a compatible culture: a culture with an intellectually contenious tradition, a strong poetic -metaphorical tradition, and a coherent tradition of ancient wisdom teachings.
In field work, I collaborated with New Zealand entomologists and ecologists who already have a strong sense of New Zealand scholarship, reflecting the uniqueness of the New Zealand environment.
Many scientists continue to assert the superiority of western explanations of reality, and continue to believe that their perceptions are unbiased by cultural priorities. They cannot countenance the transmission of forces between the natural and social realms, nor the transmission of knowledge through metaphore, and cannot see that dismissing Miiori knowledge without investigating it, is unscientific. I noted that anthropologists and historians
